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A look at the contributions made by our nation’s wildlife recreationists.

$84.6
BILLION
Total expenditures
by recreationists on 
wildlife watching
Source: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2016

$46.1
BILLION
Total expenditures
by anglers in the U.S.
Source: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2016

$26.2
BILLION
Total expenditures
by hunters in the U.S.
Source: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2016

101.6
Million
The number of 
Americans who 
participate in 
hunting, fishing 
and wildlife 
activities
Source: U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service 2016

Whitetail Deer
The most hunted animal in America
Source: americanhunter.org

150,000,000
ACRES
The size of America’s
National Wildlife Refuge System

53,000,000 PEOPLE
The number of people who visit 
America’s wildlife refuges every year

= $2.4
BILLION
in consumer 
spending

& 35,000
LOCAL 
JOBS

Source: U.S. Department of the Interior

Black Bass
The most popular game fish 
caught in America
Source: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2016

$8 MILLION A DAY

680,000

Contributions of sportsmen and women to 
support wildlife and wildlife agencies
 Source: nhfday.org

The number of U.S. jobs 
supported by hunters and anglers
  Source: nhfday.org
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2073 South Highway 19 • Swiss, MO • 573-486-0212
www.JT-Trailers.com  |      @JandTTrailers

Hunting for a 
Great Trailer to 
haul your gear?

Look no further.

JILL PRITCHARD
MISSOURI DEPT. OF CONSERVATION

JEFFERSON CITY — The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) 
reminds hunters to be aware of baiting regulations during the fall deer and turkey 
hunting seasons. The use of bait, including grain or other feed placed or scattered 
to attract deer or turkey, while hunting is illegal. The regulations are in place to help 
limit the spread of chronic wasting disease (CWD) in deer and to ensure fair chase.

MDC Protection Division Chief Randy Doman notes that an area is considered 
baited for 10 days after complete removal of the bait.

“It’s important to note a hunter can be in violation if they take or attempt to take 
a deer or turkey by the aid of bait where the hunter knows or should know the area 
is or has been baited,” Doman explained. “It’s also illegal to place bait in such a 
way that it causes other hunters to be in violation of the baiting rule.”

Additional rules apply if hunting in a CWD Management Zone. There are 30 
counties in the management zone for the 2020-2021 deer seasons. Due to COVID-19 
concerns, MDC has transitioned its mandatory CWD sampling to voluntary sam-
pling this year. For more information on CWD regulations, visit https://short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZL3.

MDC reminds hunters of 
baiting regulations during 
deer and turkey seasons
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I-44 Exit UU (North Side of Hwy)
2 Miles East of Cuba, Mo.

573-885-0052
www.gatorjetboats.com

Standard Equipment
• 350 Vortec GM Engine • Front and Rear Decks

• Carpet • Full Instrumentation
• Auto Bilge Pump • Bilge Blower • Paint
• Single Axle Trailer • Cooler / Live Well

• Running Lights • Fire Extinguisher/Paddle
• 12/24 volt Trolling Motor System

• American Turbine SD 309
• Pump Clean Out on Outside of Boat

Jet Pump Parts &
 Repair Available

Marine carpet & acc., Aluminum Welding & Fabrication

Get Your Boats Tuned Up
And Pumps Inspected This Fall
So They’re Ready For Spring!

We Repair All types of Aluminum Boats • Inboard Motor Repair  
• Boating Accessories • High Performance accessories

Give Us A 
Call today 
for New & 

Used Boats 
Available

“Customized 
Inboard Jets”

Watch our Facebook page for specials 

and show details 

Like us on Facebook to see
pictures and stay up to date on the 

latest news and specials!

Doe urine and other scents, such as apple, acorn, and persimmon, are allowed to attract 
deer while hunting, as long as they are not used on or with grain and other food products.

Mineral blocks, including salt, are not considered bait. However, mineral blocks that 
contain grain or other food additives are prohibited. MDC notes that mineral and salt 
blocks are not allowed on conservation areas.

While it is legal to hunt over a harvested crop field, it is illegal to add grain or other 
crops, such as apples, to the field after it has been harvested.

Manipulating crops, such as mowing or knocking them down, is not considered baiting 
for deer and turkey.

“Having these regulations in place keep deer from concentrating in one small area, 
thus limiting the potential of CWD transmission,” said Doman.

Find more information on CWD and hunting regulations from MDC’s 2020 Fall 
Deer and Turkey Hunting Regulations & Information Booklet, available where permits 
are sold and online at https://huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/fall-deer-and-turkey-hunting-regula-
tions-and-information.

Hunters are also encouraged to contact their local conservation agent or MDC region-
al office for additional questions or concerns. Find contact information at https://mdc.
mo.gov/contact-engage.

FRANCIS SKALICKY
MISSOURI DEPT. OF CONSERVATION

SPRINGFIELD — Once a hunter has 
bagged a deer, the work is only half over. 
How to field dress it, skin it, process the 
meat and store it for future tasty meals are 
skills hunters need to know.

Hunters who are interested in learning 
how to process their own deer will have an 
opportunity to get tips at a Missouri De-
partment of Conservation (MDC) “Field to 
Freezer” virtual program from 1 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. on Oct. 29. This program is open to all 
ages. People can register for this online pro-
gram at: https://mdc-event-web.s3licensing.
com/Event/EventDetails/174764

At this free event, MDC Conservation 
Educator Greg Collier will provide tips on 
how to field dress, skin, and butcher a har-

vested deer. Field dressing is an important 
skill for hunters to have, even if they plan to 
take their deer to a processing facility. For 
those who want to butcher their own deer, 
this clinic will show how to turn a harvested 
deer into neat packages of lean and healthy 
meat. Other topics covered will be supplies 
needed and regulations that pertain to stored 
venison.

Though this program is free, registration 
is required to participate, using the link 
above. Registrants must provide an e-mail 
so a program link can be sent to them. This 
program will include a chat-based ques-
tion-and-answer period where participants 
can interact with the presenters.

Staff at MDC facilities across the state 
are holding virtual programs. A listing 
of these programs can be found at mdc.
mo.gov/regions.

MDC virtual program to 
provide deer processing tips
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Adam Monroe

Jack McQueen

PRE-OWNED DEALS 
Great quality, right price

Ron Pringer

Alan Roberson
Business Manager

Bob Moritz

Daryl Kremer 
Business Manager

Robb Huot
General Sales Manager

‘09  FORD F-350
#M325A    
1 owner

$35,950

‘11 TOYOTA TACOMA
#M270A

$28,950
 SALE PRICE

‘06  CHEVY 2500 HD
#7474A

$19,950

‘08 JEEP WRANGLER
#L597B

$21,950
 SALE PRICE

‘10 CHEVY 1500
#7477
V8

$19,950
 SALE PRICE

‘12 GMC ACADIA SLT
#7491
13,000
 MILES

$34,950

‘12 CHEVY 3500 HD LT
#M020A    27,000 miles
DIESEL

$44,950

‘08 CHEVY COLORADO
#L302A    
LT

$17,950

‘12 FORD F-150 4WD
#M300A  1 OWNER   9,000 MILES

$36,950
 SALE PRICE

‘10 BUICK LACROSS
#7457  CXS 
        19,000 MILES

$25,950

‘09 CHEVY 1500 LT
#M355A
1 OWNER

$25,950
 SALE PRICE

‘11 CHEVY MALIBU
#7422

$17,950

‘09 CHEVY 2500 HD LT
M253A  40,000 miles
DIESEL

$38,950

‘04 CHEVY COLORADO
#7471A                            

$11,950

‘07 CHEVY 1500 4WD
#M049A
1 OWNER

$23,950

‘11 BUICK LUCERNE
#7447
CXL

$21,950

‘12 CHEVY 1500 LT
#M176A   1 OWNER  14,000 MILES

$27,950
 SALE PRICE

‘12 IMPALA’S
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM
                                      6-8000 MILES

$18,950

Kent Travis

Dan WeibleTory Post

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

MSRP: $29,000

 SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE

On Hwy 50 in Linn MO800-381-7904
Not responsible for errors.  Vehicles may be sold before publish date and are first come first serve.  
Prices good as of 03/05/13. See dealer for details.
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Call 888-540-1095 for your No-Obligation 
Price Quote from our Internet Department.

Your most important piece of gear 
is the one that gets you there!

614 Market Street  • Hermann, MO 65041
573-486-3113  •  www.HermannFord.com

Hermann Ford

AUSTIN FITZGERALD,
fitzgeraldac@missouri.edu

COLUMBIA, Mo. – Bird calls can be 
iconic, and to many Missourians, some have 
come to define landscapes. Waking up to 
complex song of an eastern meadowlark in 
grassy fields at dawn, the gentle “coo” of 
mourning doves throughout the day, and 
rocking on front porch to the playful song 
of the whip-poor-will on a warm summer’s 
night. However, one iconic call has not 
been heard in Missouri’s landscapes for 
some time: the “rubber ducky squeak” of 
the brown-headed nuthatch.

 The nuthatch was extirpated, or made 
locally extinct, in Missouri nearly a century 
ago due to the loss of their habitat. Millions 
of acres of shortleaf pine and oak woodland 
once covered Missouri’s Ozarks, but due to 
widespread logging and fire suppression, 
most of this ecosystem was removed by the 
early 1900s, eventually forcing the nuthatch 
out of the state.

 However, some of those pine woodlands 
have now been intentionally restored to the 
Ozarks landscape by conservation partners 
in the region, such as the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice’s Mark Twain National Forest. Tree 
harvesting has now become a tool for res-
toration and fire has returned to the land to 
maintain this ecosystem. With the habitat 
returned to its former state, University of 
Missouri researchers — working together 
with the forest service’s Northern Research 
Station and Mark Twain and Ouachita 
National Forests, along with the Missouri 
Department of Conservation — are releasing 
nuthatches back into Missouri.

 “The brown-headed nuthatch is a tiny 
bird, but bringing it back to Missouri will 
have important benefits — not only for the 
nuthatch population, but for the overall 
ecosystem,” said Thomas Bonnot, an assis-
tant research professor at MU’s College of 
Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources. 

Nature's soundtrack returns after centurylong absence
MU researchers and partners reintroduce the brown-headed nuthatch to Missouri; The songbird disappeared from 

the state after the loss of its natural habitat

NEW
6,000 sq. f t .

RETAIL LOCATION

WWW.OSAGECOUNTYGUNS.COM

Come visit us at our new location!
13200 Veterans Memorial Parkway

Wright City, MO 63390

636-791-1655

WE ARE ACTIVELY PURSUING HUNTING &  
FARMLAND LISTINGS IN YOUR AREA.

MISSOURI LAND IS IN DEMAND

Ted Gerard 
Agent, Land Specialist (314) 566-2588
WHITETAILPROPERTIES.COM

Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC. DBA Whitetail Properties | In the State of Nebraska DBA Whitetail Trophy Properties 
Real Estate LLC. | Dan Perez, Broker - Licensed in IL, IA, KS, KY, MO, NE & OK | Jeff Evans, Broker - Licensed in AR, GA, IL, 

MN & TN | Wes McConnell, Broker - Licensed in AL, IL, OH, SD & WI  | John Boyken, Broker - Licensed in IN | Sybil Stewart, 
Broker - Licensed in MI & LA | Chris Wakefield, Broker - Licensed in TN | Joey Bellington, Broker - Licensed in TX

WE ARE ACTIVELY PURSUING HUNTING &  
FARMLAND LISTINGS IN YOUR AREA.

MISSOURI LAND IS IN DEMAND

Ted Gerard 
Agent, Land Specialist (314) 566-2588
WHITETAILPROPERTIES.COM

Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC. DBA Whitetail Properties | In the State of Nebraska DBA Whitetail Trophy Properties 
Real Estate LLC. | Dan Perez, Broker - Licensed in IL, IA, KS, KY, MO, NE & OK | Jeff Evans, Broker - Licensed in AR, GA, IL, 

MN & TN | Wes McConnell, Broker - Licensed in AL, IL, OH, SD & WI  | John Boyken, Broker - Licensed in IN | Sybil Stewart, 
Broker - Licensed in MI & LA | Chris Wakefield, Broker - Licensed in TN | Joey Bellington, Broker - Licensed in TX

WE ARE ACTIVELY PURSUING HUNTING &  
FARMLAND LISTINGS IN YOUR AREA.

MISSOURI LAND IS IN DEMAND

Ted Gerard 
Agent, Land Specialist (314) 566-2588
WHITETAILPROPERTIES.COM

Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC. DBA Whitetail Properties | In the State of Nebraska DBA Whitetail Trophy Properties 
Real Estate LLC. | Dan Perez, Broker - Licensed in IL, IA, KS, KY, MO, NE & OK | Jeff Evans, Broker - Licensed in AR, GA, IL, 

MN & TN | Wes McConnell, Broker - Licensed in AL, IL, OH, SD & WI  | John Boyken, Broker - Licensed in IN | Sybil Stewart, 
Broker - Licensed in MI & LA | Chris Wakefield, Broker - Licensed in TN | Joey Bellington, Broker - Licensed in TX

See Nuthatch page 5B



Nuthatch • from page 4B

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 28, 2020   ■ PAGE 5BFall OutdoorsFall Outdoors

COUNTY SEAT MOTORSCOUNTY SEAT MOTORS
DEER HUNTER SPECIALS

$6,995
’07 CHEVY SUBURBAN LT
4x4, Leather, Rear Entertain-
ment & Climate Control, plus 

Tow Package

$11,995
’16 FORD ESCAPE SE
4 cyl., Auto., Alloy Wheels, 

Remote Entry, PW, PL, 
84,xxx Miles

$15,995
’14 FORD EXPLORER LTD.
Loaded, oonroof, Leather and, 

HEATED/COOLED SEATS

$7,495
’10 TOYOTA RAV4

4x4, Limited, Alloy Wheels, 
Power Moonroof, Leather and 

more

$4,995
’10 FORD FUSION SEL

4 cyl., Auto, Power Moonroof, 
Leather and Alloy Wheels 

$9,995
’16 GR. CARAVAN SXT

Stow-n-go, P/Seat, P/W, P/L, 
Dual Air/Heat and more

$4,995
’12 FORD FUSION SE
Alloy Wheels, Power Win-

dows and Locks,
33 MPG HIGHWAY

$9,995
’13 FORD E-SERIES 

PASSENGER VAN
12 Passenger, XLT, Power 

Windows & Locks

$6,995
’06 FORD F150 XLT

Super Cab, 4x4, Tow Pack-
age, Power Windows & 

Locks, Alloy Wheels

$6,750
’10 FORD EDGE SEL

6 cyl., Auto., P/Moonroof, 
Leather, Chrome Wheels, 

Remote Entry

$11,495
’16 CHEVY EQUNIOX AWD

4 cyl., Alloy Wheels, 
Accident FREE
ONE OWNER

$8,995
’11 TOYOTA SIENNA SE

Leather Interior, Alloy Wheels, 
Accident FREE, Bluetooth 

and more

$15,995
’18 GR. CARAVAN SXT

Stow-n-go, Leather Seats, Dual 
Air/Heat, Alloys, Remote Entry, 

P/Drivers Seat, 60,xxx miles

$14,995
’12 FORD F150 LXT

4x4, Alloy Wheels, Crew Cab, 
Tow Package, 5.0L V8 Engine

$8,995
’13 E-250 FORD CARGO 

VAN
Power Windows, E-Truck 

System, 4.6L V8

$10,995
’13 FORD F-150 FX4

3.5 EcoBoost, Alloy Wheels 
Running Boards and Tow 

Package

Check Out Our Full Inventory 
in HD Online at www.

countyseatmotorsinc.com
3 (of 100) Great Reasons to Buy From 

County Seat:
1) Selection    2) Credit Union Financing*    

3) Service Protection Plans
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“They create cavities for their nests in dead 
pine trees, and those cavities continue to be 
used by other bird species after the nuthatch 
has moved on.”

 As a wildlife ecologist, Bonnot works 
with natural resource agencies at all levels 
to help them sustain biodiversity in ecosys-
tems and manage resources. But for Bonnot, 
this project goes deeper. Reintroducing the 
nuthatch to Missouri is a new opportunity 
to express a lifelong passion for science 
and the natural world. Growing up in rural 
Missouri, Bonnot always knew he wanted 
to be a scientist, but it wasn’t until college 
that he decided he wanted to be in the field, 
working directly with the birds he wanted 
to protect. It was Bonnot’s absence from 
the natural surroundings of rural life that 
led him to realize his calling.

 “When I went to college, I wasn’t able 
to be immersed in the outdoors the way I 
had been at home,” Bonnot said. “It wasn’t 
until then that I really realized how much I 
love nature, and I wanted to make sure that 
the science I did would have positive ben-
efits on the natural world. I haven’t looked 
back since.”

 Joining Bonnot in the songbird reintro-
duction effort is Frank Thompson — re-

search biologist for the U.S. Forest Service’s 
Northern Research Station and cooperative 
professor at MU — and Sarah Kendrick, 
the Missouri Department of Conservation’s 
State Ornithologist. They bring decades of 
experience researching songbird populations 
to the collaborative project, which involves 
tagging half the birds with tiny radio trans-
mitters to track their movements as they 
adjust to re-entering their native habitat.

 The songbirds were captured in Ar-
kansas’ Ouachita National Forest with the 
assistance of the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission and were brought to Missouri 
in transport tubes. As the capture site is only 
about 300 miles from the release site in 
Missouri’s Mark Twain National Forest, it 
might seem surprising that the nuthatches did 
not repopulate the inviting pine woodlands 
on their own. But according to Bonnot, one 
characteristic these songbirds share makes 
such a trip highly improbable.

 “The brown-headed nuthatch simply 
does not disperse far on an annual basis,” 
Bonnot said. “Given the habitat fragmen-
tation that has occurred over the last 100 
years, as well as the distance, our research 
shows it’s unlikely that the nuthatch would 
colonize Missouri’s restored pine woodlands 
any time soon without our help.”

 Bringing the songbirds to Missouri also 

presents an opportunity for researchers to 
examine the effects of assisted migration, 
a means of preserving populations that 
will continue to become more important 
as climate change forces birds northward, 
away from the pine woodlands of the south. 
With the restoration efforts of Missouri’s 
pine ecosystem in the Mark Twain Nation-
al Forest, the viability of rebuilding pine 
woodlands to support bird migrations will 

be put to the test. On the northern edge of 
the shortleaf pine’s range, Missouri is an 
ideal testing ground.

 “This is a great example of ecosystem 
restoration – when you bring back the 
habitat, sometimes you can bring back the 
species that have been lost along the way,” 
said Sarah Kendrick, state ornithologist with 
the Missouri Department of Conservation.



JEFFERSON CITY – The Missouri Con-
servation Commission recently approved a 
proposed hunting framework by the Mis-
souri Department of Conservation (MDC) 
for a potential future black bear season in 
Missouri. The Commission approved the 
framework at its Sept. 4 open meeting in 
Jefferson City and is asking for final public 
input Oct. 16 through Nov. 14.

If the season framework is ultimately 
approved by the Commission and a permit 
and harvest quota is established, the earliest a 
season could occur is fall 2021 and would be 
limited to Missouri residents.

According to MDC, over the last 50 years 
bear numbers in the Missouri Ozarks have 
increased significantly and today Missouri 
is home to between 540 – 840 black bears. 
Missouri bear numbers are currently increasing 
each year by approximately 9%, bear range 
in the state is expanding, and Missouri’s bear 
population is expected to double in less than 10 
years. Additionally, Missouri’s bear population 
is connected to a larger bear population in the 
surrounding states of Arkansas and Oklahoma.

“With Missouri’s growing black bear pop-
ulation, a limited and highly regulated black 
bear hunting season will be an essential part 
of population management in the future as 
Missouri’s bear numbers continue to grow,” 
said MDC Furbearer Biologist Laura Conlee. 
“The timing and length of the season, restric-
tive methods, and permit allocation coupled 
with a harvest quota will initially be limited 
to ensure a sustainable harvest of our growing 
bear population.”

Conlee noted that Arkansas and Oklahoma 
also have established bear hunting seasons.

HUNTING FRAMEWORK DETAILS
Most of Missouri’s estimated 540-840 black 

bears are found south of the Missouri River, 
and primarily south of Interstate 44. With this 
in mind, MDC proposes to establish three 
Bear Management Zones (BMZ) in southern 
Missouri.

The limited hunting season would begin 
each year on the third Monday in October and 
run for 10 days or until BMZ-specific quotas 
are reached, whichever comes first. Hunting 
hours would be a half-hour before sunrise to a 
half-hour hour after sunset. The proposal would 
limit black bear hunting to Missouri residents.

Harvest quotas for each of the three BMZs 
would be determined annually each spring by 
the Conservation Commission based on rec-
ommendations by MDC. Quotas have not yet 
been established for the potential future season.

Once the specific harvest quotas are filled 
for each BMZ, the season for that BMZ would 
be closed. Hunters would need to call in before 
each morning they intend to hunt to determine 
if the BMZ-specific quota has been reached. 
If harvest quotas are not reached, the season 
would close at the end of the 10 designated 
hunting days.

Hunters would be allowed to use both ar-

chery and firearms equipment with allowable 
methods being the same as those for deer and 
elk, except the use of an atlatl. Baiting and the 
use of dogs would not be allowed at this time 
but may be considered in the future.

The harvest limit would be one bear per 
permit. Under the proposed regulations, bears 
may not be disturbed, pushed, harassed, or 
taken from a den. Only lone black bears may 
be taken. Hunters may not take bears that are 
known to be in the presence of other bears, 
including female black bears with cubs.

Bear hunters must wear hunter orange, make 
reasonable efforts to retrieve shot bears, and 
must use commonly edible portions.

All harvested bears would need to be 
telechecked by 10 p.m. on the day of harvest. 
Harvested bears would need to remain intact 
as a field-dressed carcass or quartered until the 
bear has been telechecked.

MDC would also require the submission 
of a tooth from each harvested bear within 10 
days of harvest. This would help MDC staff 
with black bear research and management.

PERMIT PROCESS
MDC will offer an annual online permit-ap-

plication period May 1-31 each spring with a 

fee of $10 per applicant. Individuals must be 
Missouri residents and would only be allowed 
to apply once per year to hunt in one of the 
three designated BMZs.

Permit selection would be determined by 
July 1 each summer through a random drawing 
of all eligible applicants. There would be no 
“sit-out” period for those selected to receive 
permits. There would be no preference points 
given, such as with managed deer hunts.

Those selected would be eligible to buy a 
permit at a cost of $25. A person would need to 
be 11 years of age or older and have completed 
hunter education (or be exempt) by the time 
of the hunt to purchase a permit.

MDC would issue a limited number of 
hunting permits for each of the three BMZs. 
Each permit would be for a specific BMZ and 
could be used on public or private property 
within the BMZ. There would not be a separate, 
landowner-specific black bear hunting permit. 

Black bear hunting permits would be 
awarded through a random draw with a min-
imum of 10 percent reserved for qualifying 
landowners. To qualify for the landowner 
allocation, landowners would need have at least 
20 contiguous acres within the BMZ for which 
they are applying. Qualifying landowners must 

first submit their property information through 
MDC’s Landowner Permit Application at mdc.
mo.gov/landownerpermits before completing 
a black bear hunting permit application.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
MDC proposed the limited and highly regu-

lated hunting season framework for black bears 
following several years of public comment 
opportunities related to black bear manage-
ment, including black bear informational open 
houses in 2019, and a public input process this 
spring to inform development of the proposed 
hunting season framework. 

MDC is asking for final public comments. 
The Commission-proposed regulations for the 
hunting framework will be published in the 
Oct. 15 edition of the Missouri Register and 
open for public comments Oct. 16 through 
Nov. 14 at mdc.mo.gov/about-regulations/
wildlife-code-missouri/proposed-regula-
tion-changes. Comments received will then be 
summarized and presented for final consider-
ation at the Commission’s December meeting. 
If approved, the new regulations would become 
effective Feb. 28, 2021.

See Black bear page 7B
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Osage County, November 6-7
Moffat Auction Center,

 467 County Rd. 604, Linn

Callaway County, December 18-19
Fulton Events Center,

1915 N. Bluff Street, Fulton

 Jefferson City, January 8-9
Eagles Lodge, 1411 Missouri Blvd.

Jefferson City

 Fridays 5 pm. to 9 pm.
& Saturdays 8 am. to 4 pm.

Vendor Tables: $40.00 pre-
paid 10 days prior.

Admission: $5.00 for 
both days

Shooting Sports & 
Outdoors Shows 

2020-21

ORGANIZED BY:  
Pro-mo-tions, LLC 

P.O. Box 346,  Ashland, MO, 65010
(573) 338-1524

In conjunction with Show-Me Mounted 
Shooters. All of our shows can be found on 
line at: www.gunshowtrader.com and 

www.gunshows-usa.com

MDC sets proposed bear-hunting framework for future seasons
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HWY. 28 EAST • OWENSVILLE, MO • 573-437-4156
Open Daily 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.

All the Big Brands.All the Big Brands.
At Big Savings!At Big Savings!

Check your local Owensville WalMart for 
all your hunting and fishing supplies:  
camouflage clothing, boots, deer lure, 

Rod & Reels, hooks, tackle boxes, 
stringers, all at the lowest prices and 

guns from Winchester, Browning, 
Weatherby, Remington, Henry and 

Mossberg. You name it we got it.

Also, check out our Firearms Special Order Catalog featuring over 
1200 additional models of guns, all at the low Walmart price.

$124Realtree 15 foot Two-man 
Ladderstand W/ Jaw System

$138
Rhino - 300
Pop-Up 3 Man 
Blind

                                    Remington Model 700, 
                            243 cal. youth, with scope ................$38900

                        Savage Axis XP Serenity 
                     6.5 Creedmore Youth Rifle with scope ......$36700

                        Savage Axis XP Camo 6.5, 
                heavy barrel with scope ...............................$39800

                           Tradition Nitrofire  
                     Black Powder Rifle with scope .................$54600

BEAR BACKGROUND
The black bear is one of the largest and heaviest wild mammals in Missouri with some 

reaching up to 500 pounds. Black bears were historically abundant throughout the forested 
areas of Missouri prior to European settlement but were nearly eliminated by unregulated kill-
ing in the late 1800s, as well as from habitat loss when Ozark forests were logged. However, a 
small number of Missouri black bears survived and reintroduction efforts in Arkansas helped 
to increase bear numbers in southern Missouri.

Over the last 50 years, bear numbers in the Missouri Ozarks have been increasing. Today 
Missouri is home to between 540 – 840 black bears. Bear numbers are currently increasing, 
and bear range is expanding with the population expected to double in less than 10 years. Learn 
more about black bears in Missouri and MDC management efforts at mdc.mo.gov/bears.

THE MISSOURI Conservation Commission recently approved a framework from MDC 
for a future black-bear-hunting season for Missouri residents and is asking for public 
feedback on the proposed framework Oct. 16-Nov. 14. PHOTO COURTESY OF MDC

Black bear • from page 8B

Buy native trees, shrubs from MDC 
State Forest Nursery

JEFFERSON CITY – Need trees and shrubs 
for your landscape? Go native with the Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC). Native trees 
and shrubs can help improve wildlife habitat and 
soil and water conservation while also improving 
the appearance and value of private property.

MDC’s George O. White State Forest Nursery 
near Licking offers a variety of low-cost native tree 
and shrub seedlings for reforestation, windbreaks, 
erosion control, wildlife food and cover, and other 
purposes. The nursery provides mainly one-year-
old, bare-root seedlings with sizes varying by 
species. Seedlings varieties include: pine, bald 
cypress, cottonwood, black walnut, hickory, oak, 
pecan, persimmon, river birch, maple, willow, 
sycamore, blackberry, beautyberry, buttonbush, 
deciduous holly, hazelnut, redbud, ninebark, 
spicebush, elderberry, sumac, wild plum, witch 
hazel, and others.

Seedlings are available in bundles of 10 or 
increments of 25 per species. Prices range from 
22 – 90 cents per seedling. Sales tax of 6.1 percent 
will be added to orders unless tax exempt. There 
is an $8 handling charge for each order. Receive 
a 15% discount up to $20 off seedling orders with 
a Heritage Card, Permit Card, or Conservation 
ID Number.

The nursery grows millions of seedlings each 

year, but some species are very popular and sell 
out quickly. Occasionally the seedlings succumb 
to uncooperative weather or hungry wildlife, 
despite the nursery staff’s best efforts.

“We had some late season cold weather this 
year, with nighttime lows in the 20s. Staff stayed 
up several nights in a row running the irrigation 
to keep the plants from freezing, but we still lost 
some. The hardest hit was a popular choice, the 
flowering dogwood,” said MDC Nursery Super-
visor Mike Fiaoni. “I would encourage people not 
to wait when placing their orders.”

Fiaoni said that even if a species is listed as 
sold out, customers can still place an order for 
them. Sometimes orders get cancelled, freeing 
up inventory. Customers won’t be charged for 
seedlings unless they are available to ship.

Learn more and place orders through MDC’s 
“2020-2021 Seedling Order Form.” Find it in the 
September issue of the Missouri Conservationist, 
at MDC regional offices and nature centers, online 
at mdc.mo.gov/seedlings, or by contacting the 
State Forest Nursery at 573-674-3229 or State-
ForestNursery@mdc.mo.gov. Place orders now 
through April 15, 2021. Orders will be shipped 
or can be picked up at the nursery near Licking 
from February through May.



You have a couple of weeks 
before deer season. If you’re 
like me, you’re going to spend 
opening day in a familiar spot full 
of memories from past successful 
hunts. If you’re new to hunting, 
or maybe you have never hunted 
but have thought to yourself it’s 
something you’d be interested in 
giving a try, then know you can do 
it. You just have to have realistic 
expectations. 

When I started hunting, I was 
fortunate to have two uncles that 
would each take me a few times 
a season. But by the time I was 
14 and had become the proud owner of a 4-wheeler, I was 
out on my own. Back then gaining permission on private 
property was easier. Before the widespread adoption of 
leasing land took away most hunter’s ability to secure a 
good place to hunt based on a handshake a little sweat eq-
uity. The number of mistakes I made, and the challenges I 
faced learning to hunt on my own, is what I attribute to the 

lifelong passion I have for hunting. 
It was a learned skill. One I’ll never 
perfect. I just hope to continuously 
evolve throughout my life. 

There were no youth seasons back 
then. No one was trying to set us up for 
success. There was no R3 efforts, and 
conversation organizations weren’t 
tripping all over themselves to take 
youth out for mentored opportunities. 
All of these advancements are great. 
I’m a huge fan. They get people out 
in the woods and often build hunters. 
And just as importantly supporters 
of hunting. Yet, when we make an 
experience unnaturally easy, we run 

the risk of diluting the actual experience. 
I’ve taken a number of people on their first deer and 

turkey hunts. More often than not, the hunters I was men-
toring shot a deer or turkey, sometimes within the first 
hour of their first hunt. I can’t imagine how easy hunting 
must seem to them. How unfilled they were by shooting 
something with such minimal effort invested in learning 

about their quarry. The habitats they call home and the 
habits they possess which lead hunters to plan for success 
based on knowledge of how and why. Having someone 
else sit you in a tree and say the buck will come from that 
directions is still hunting, and again, it’s great that person 
is hunting, but how deep is the learning? How thorough is 
the understanding? How lasting is the experience?

If you are new to hunting, forget about killing big bucks. 
That’s not what hunting is about. Please don’t look to “in-
fluencers” on Facebook and Instagram. This new influencer 
world we live in has had an incredibly negative effect of 
the merits of hunting, at least in my opinion. 

What you want to focus on is learning. And to learn, you 
need to be out there. The more time you spend where deer 
live, the more you will begin to understand why they do 
what they do. The puzzle hunting is will become clearer until 
one day, you have most of the pieces put together. That’s 
when you can elevate your game to pursuing older, harder 
to kill animals. Until then, get some experience under your 
belt. Hike ridges and look for sign, like rubs and scrapes. 
Don’t know what those are? Look it up. There is a wealth 

Learning to hunt on your own is rewarding
DRIFTWOOD OUTDOORS

by BRANDON BUTLER

See Rewarding page 9B
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I-44 • Exit 218
Bourbon, MO
573-732-5100

BourbonRV.com

Thanks For Putting Your 
Trust in us This Year!

 (573) 897-2525

Don’t let the flu keep you out of 
the woods.  Get your flu shot now 

and be protected all season.

916 E. Main Street • Linn

Hours - Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri - 8 am - 5 pm – Wed 8 am - 4 pm

Phone: (573) 437-4168

3536 Kuhne Road, Owensville, MO

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Mon. - Thurs.
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Fri. 

Fax: (573) 437-4242 www.crmc.org

Our providers are 
available for a wide 
range of care including 
routine exams, acute 
and chronic illness and 
work-related injuries.

Health Care For 
The Entire Family 

Joe Ibrahim, M.D.Brian Edwards, D.O.

Serving Owensville and the
Surrounding Communities

Phone: (573) 437-4168

3536 Kuhne Road, Owensville, MO

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Mon. - Thurs.
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Fri. 

Fax: (573) 437-4242 www.crmc.org

Our providers are 
available for a wide 
range of care including 
routine exams, acute 
and chronic illness and 
work-related injuries.

Health Care For 
The Entire Family 

Joe Ibrahim, M.D.Brian Edwards, D.O.

Serving Owensville and the
Surrounding Communities

Phone: (573) 437-4168

3536 Kuhne Road, Owensville, MO

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Mon. - Thurs.
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Fri. 

Fax: (573) 437-4242 www.crmc.org

Our providers are 
available for a wide 
range of care including 
routine exams, acute 
and chronic illness and 
work-related injuries.

Health Care For 
The Entire Family 

Joe Ibrahim, M.D.Brian Edwards, D.O.

Serving Owensville and the
Surrounding Communities

Don’t let the flu keep you out of the woods. 
Get your flu shot now and be protected 

all season.



of information out there for you online, in 
books and magazines. There are even a few 
television and web shows worth watching. 
Not many, but a few. 

You don’t need someone else to take you 
hunting. You have access to public lands all 
around. What you must have in a desire to 
hunt to procure meat for your table. Patience 
to learn how to be a good hunter. Ethics to 

follow the game laws. And the sort of per-
sistent attitude that will drive forward after 
you encounter numerous failures. Like all 
things in life, the reward is sweeter when 
effort is maximized. 

See you down the trail… 
For more Driftwood Outdoors, check 

out the podcast on www.driftwoodoutdoors.
com or anywhere podcasts are streamed.

Rewarding • from page 8B
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Rosebud Tractor 
& Equipment 
Company
241 Hwy. 50
Rosebud, MO 63091
573-764-3393

RTE of Linn
1325 Main Street
Linn, MO 65051
573-897-2249

www.RosebudTractor.com

1951-2020

69

JOE JEREK
MISSOURI DEPT. OF CONSERVATION

JEFFERSON CITY — This year’s annual wild turkey brood survey by the Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) shows that turkey production was slightly better on the 
statewide scale this year and some regions saw significant improvements in productivity.

MDC’s statewide poult-to-hen ratio (PHR) for this year was 1.0, which was 11% 
greater than the 2019 PHR and equal to the average production observed during the 
previous five years. However, when comparing the statewide PHR to the average turkey 
production observed over the last 10 and 20 years, production in 2020 was below-average.

Regionally, production varied quite a bit across the state. PHRs ranged from a low of 
0.7 in the Ozark Border, Ozarks West, and West Prairie Regions to a high of 1.4 in the 
Northeast and Northwest Regions (see related map).

Compared to last year, the Northeast and Northwest Regions saw a greater than 50% 
improvement in turkey production. The Lindley Breaks and Union Breaks Regions saw 
a 20% or greater improvement in turkey production this year compared to 2019.

Several regions—Mississippi Lowlands, Ozarks West, and West Prairies—saw poorer 
production this year than what was observed in 2019. The Ozark Border and Ozarks 
East Regions saw similar PHRs this year as in 2019.

More on Poult-to-Hen Ratio
Since 1959, MDC has conducted an annual wild turkey brood survey where MDC staff 

and citizen volunteers record the number of hens and recently hatched turkeys, which 
are called poults, they see during June, July, and August. These observations are then 
tallied to determine the success of the hatch, which is most often reported as a poult-to-
hen ratio, or simply the average number of poults per hen observed during the survey.

According to MDC Turkey Biologist Reina Tyl, poult-to-hen ratio is a good measure 
of nesting success and poult survival.

“Each year, thousands of citizens participate in the survey and we are grateful for their 
contribution,” Tyl said. “During the three-month survey, participants reported sightings 
of more than 60,000 turkeys, which is a testament to the large number of dedicated 
volunteers that take time to participate in the survey each year.”

To participate in the annual wild turkey brood survey, email MDC’s Wild Turkey 
Management Program at wildturkeymgmt@mdc.mo.gov (link sends e-mail) with 
“Wild Turkey Brood Survey” as the subject of the email and include complete name 
and mailing address.

THIS MAP shows an index (poult-to-hen ratio) of Missouri’s wild turkey production by 
turkey productivity region. Data were obtained during MDC’s wild turkey brood survey 
and are compared to the previous five-year averages.

MDC brood survey shows slight 
improvement in turkey production



Learning from a bushy-tailed teacher
OUTDOORS IN THE OZARKS

See Dablemont, Page 11B

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 28, 2020   ■ PAGE 10BFall OutdoorsFall Outdoors

302 North First Street, Owensville • 573-437-2240

If you miss this sign…

Look for ours!

Serving the 

area for 

30 years!Best Price
 Great Service
   Fast Turn Around

Bill Vogt
Certified Taxidermist

Bill’s Bucks & Beards

    Owensville, Missouri  • 573-437-5676
Specializing in Deer & Turkeys

Bringing Your Trophy to Life!
Bill’s Bucks & Beards

SERVING CENTRAL MISSOURI
Toll Free: 888-892-8587

State Certified    Local: 573-764-3407~573-764-2534

Septic Tank Pumping & Disposal

  DON’T GO INTO THE WOODS WITHOUT 
THE COMFORTS OF HOME.

CLEAN PORTABLE TOILET 
FIRST CLASS SERVICE FOR:
• Deer Hunters • Parks • Parties • Fairs• Weddings 
• Auctions • Construction Sites • Any Occasion

CERTIFIED BY  MO. DEPT. OF HEALTH ~ SERVING CENTRAL MISSOURI

Celebrating 

20+ YEARS 
of Service

“DOING THE JOB RIGHT”

Years ago when I 
was younger and a limit 
of squirrels seemed 
much more important 
than it does today, I 
was quietly sneaking 
along a creek bottom in 
late October, watching 
the treetops for any 
movement which might 
reveal a young squirrel. 

There was a sud-
den commotion in the 
branches above me 
and a squirrel came 
tumbling out of the 
tree limbs overhead. He brushed against me and fell at 
my feet. I scarcely had a chance to get a good look at 
him before he was off and running as hard as he could 
run, his tail high in the air. He had been watching me so 
intently he had lost his grip on the branch high above. 

I brought my shotgun to my shoulder, but I just 
couldn’t squeeze the trigger. I knew that poor squirrel 
felt like a real loser falling out of that tree right on me, 
and I just couldn’t take advantage of his bad luck. But 
the main reason I didn’t shoot was... I had learned from 

my dad and grandpa that if you shot a 
squirrel or rabbit running away from you 
with a shotgun, you’d ruin the meat in the 
loin and hindquarters.

I learned much of what I know about 
hunting from those first squirrel hunts when 
I was a small boy of only 11 or 12; patience 
and persistence and marksmanship, and the 
ability to stalk and to observe…to feel the 
ambience of the woods. Dad figured squir-
rels were just made for teaching a youngster 
how to hunt, and we went often. I learned 
much from those bushy-tailed teachers. 
But too, Ozark families depended on wild 
game to help keep grocery bills down. 

Dad and I hunted squirrels along the 
river quite often too, from our old wooden johnboat. In 
October, the bass and goggle-eye were always hitting, 
and we could fish and watch for squirrels along the bank. 
Only trouble was, in slower eddies the leaves would get so 
thick you had to make several casts to keep from hauling 
in leaves on a hook. You couldn’t use lures with treble 
hooks. We would use the small spinners to sink and bob 
up and down along a rocky substrate below shoals. Then 

by LARRY DABLEMONT

See Teacher page 11B
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Firearm 
Safety
 With fall firearms season approaching, 

now is an ideal time to spend some time 
with your hunting weapons at the rifle 
range getting reacquainted with them.

Now is also the appropriate time to 
stress firearm safety and range etiquette.  
When handling firearms always remem-
ber the

10 Commandments 10 Commandments 
of Gun Safety:of Gun Safety:

1. Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction.
2. Firearms should be unloaded when not in use.
3. Don’t rely on your guns “safety”. Treat every gun as though it can 

fire at any time, regardless of pressure on the trigger.
4. Be sure of your target and what is beyond it.
5. Always use correct ammunition.
6. If your gun fails to fire when the trigger is pulled, handle with care.
7. Always wear eye and ear protection when shooting.
8. Be sure the barrel is clear of obstructions before shooting.
9. Don’t alter or modify your gun.  Have it serviced regularly by a 

qualified gunsmith.
10. Learn the mechanical and handling characteristics of the firearm 

you are using before going afield with it.  Not all guns are the 
same.

Application for Membership
OWENSVILLE GUN CLUB
Cost of membership is $70 ($50 membership fee and $20 annual maintenance fee, 
due each Feb.). To join fill out the form below with check payable to Owensville Gun 
Club and mail to Owensville Gun Club, P.O. Box 518, Owensville, MO  65066.

I certify by signature that I am at least 18 years of age, and that I can legally own, 
and or possess firearms as specified in all Federal, State and Local Laws. I Further 
agree to abide by all club bylaws and range rules.

SIGNATURE: _____________________________________________

DATED: _______________________  D.O.B. ___________________

NAME: ___________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________

CITY: ______________________________  STATE: ____________

ZIP: _______________ PHONE: ___________________________

CELL PHONE: ____________________________________________
PLEASE PRINT

SHOOTING EVENTS INCLUDE:
Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays, Vintage Rifle, 

M1 Garand & M1 Carbine Matches
For more information and a schedule of matches visit our 

web site at: www.owensvillegunclub.org.

TOTAL DUE FOR 
1ST YEAR - $70

RECEIVED BY: ________________________  DATE _____________

MEMBERSHIP APPROVAL DATE: ____________________________
Maintenance Card Mailed __________________________________________________
Membership Card Mailed __________________________________________________

you would be fighting a 12-inch smallmouth 
and a fat young fox squirrel would be flee-
ing up a sycamore tree headed for a hole to 
escape in. Dad would often say that trying 
to do two things at once meant you would 
likely fail to do either efficiently. But back 
then I didn’t learn that easily.

An experienced squirrel hunter will usual-
ly choose a .22 rifle with a scope, and make 
head shots which insure the meat is perfect. 
But I never had a scope to use. I only had 
my Iver-Johnson 16-gauge when I would 
go down to the bottoms just off the river 
and walk a faint trail where gray squirrels 
were abundant. Occasionally I’d spot one 
by moving slowly along, but when I’d reach 
a certain spot on a rocky hillside, I’d find a 
comfortable boulder and sit still enough to 
be taken for a part of the rock. 

Within 30 minutes, gray squirrels would 
have forgotten there was an intruder, and 
begin moving about. When one presented a 
good shot within 35 yards or so, my shotgun 
would roar and then the forest would be still 
again. I learned if you stayed put, marking 
your downed quarry and leaving it, that in 
10 or 15 minutes things would return to 
normal again and squirrels would begin to 
scurry about. But at that age, I couldn’t sit 
still long.

I loved to explore new woods and there 
was always much more to see, as other 
wildlife passed through and birds flitted 
through the nearby branches and migrating 
waterfowl passed heading south. When 
things were slow, I’d lay back on some big 
flat rock and nap, dreaming of hunting moose 
and bear in Canada someday. 

Later I learned that two hunters could 
effectively find squirrels if one hunter be-
came the eyes and the other became the feet. 

Hunter number one moves slowly along, 
watching the branches as best he can but 
traveling at a quiet snails pace. Usually he 
won’t see squirrels that have already heard 
him. When he’s well down the trail, he stops 
and waits and hunter number two advances in 
the same manner moving on past his partner 
to take a new position. 

Squirrels react to a moving hunter by 
moving themselves, well concealed by a 
tree trunk or branch. And while they are 
concentrating on the moving hunter they 
expose themselves to the hunter who is 
still, and watching. When two hunters hunt 
together, that walk, watch and wait method 
is the best way to find squirrels in the foliage 
of the early fall… a perfect method for a 
father teaching a youngster to hunt. 

Today I carry in my game vest a handful 
of freezer bags, and soon after a squirrel is 
dropped, I skin it with the old method of 
cutting just below the tail and then pulling 
the skin forward over the front legs and 
head by using the tail, then stripping the 
remaining skin back over the hind legs. Then 
I cut off all four feet and the head, remove 
the entrails and place the cleaned squirrel 
in the bag. You learn not to clean a squirrel 
hours after you kill it.

So here we are with a beautiful warm fall 
and plenty of squirrels. It is an opportunity 
to test your marksmanship with a small 
bore rifle, or the chance to take a youngster 
to the woods… where he can learn about a 
better way of life than most kids see in this 
day and time.

If you would like to learn more about my 
outdoor books (I have written ten of them) 
or my magazines, the Outdoor Journal and 
the Ozarks Journal, just call my office, 417 
777 5227, or email lightninridge47@gmail.
com. The mailing address is Box 22, Bolivar, 
Mo. 65613.

TO RECEIVE a Free copy of 
Larry Dabelmont’s holiday 
issue of the Ozark Journal 
magazine contact Dabel-
mont before Monday, Nov. 
10. This offer is for a limited 
time, while supplies last. 
You can reach Dabelmont 
at 417-777-5227, by email 
at lightninridge472@gmail.
com or by mail at PO Box 22, 
Bolivar, Mo., 65613
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Attention Deer Hunters: Accepting ONLY clean, BONELESS 
deer trim to be made into various SUMMER SAUSAGES, 
SNACK STICKS, JERKY, BRATS and More! Using the same 
Award Winning recipes produced by Swiss Meat for the 
past 51 years! We will once again be requiring test 

results if harvested from one of the 30  
CWD counties before trim will be accepted. 
Scan the code for more info.

Visit swissmeats.com/deer-sausages 
for complete product list and pricing.

HOURS 
MON-SAT: 9 am   - 5 pm  
CLOSED ON SUNDAYS

2056 S. Hwy 19 
Hermann, MO 65041 

1-800-793-SWISS 
swissmeats.com

Delicious Deer Products!
• Bacon Mozzarella Burgers
• Firehouse Bacon Cheddar Burgers
Great for grilling, with fantastic 
flavor the whole family with love!

BILL GRAHAM
MISSOURI DEPT. OF CONSERVATION

Kansas City — Conditions vary this 
autumn at the Missouri Department of 
Conservation’s (MDC) wetlands. Some 
conservation areas with wetlands managed 
for waterfowl have ample water and good 
access for hunters. Some areas, however, 
have infrastructure issues or low water 
from a dry autumn. Waterfowl hunters will 
want to visit the web site for each area to 
verify changes and procedures in place for 
COVID-19 precautions or due to unfinished 
construction projects.

A dry autumn is causing low water condi-
tions at some wetlands in northwest and west 
central Missouri. Autumn rains, however, 
can quickly improve wetland conditions, 
especially those with good growth of nat-
ural waterfowl foods through the summer. 
Scouting wetland conditions ahead of the 
season or before making a hunting trip can 
boost success.

Missouri’s North Zone ducking hunting 
season opens Nov. 7 and ends Jan. 5. The 
Middle Zone will have a split season, Nov. 
7-13, and Nov. 19 through Jan. 10.
Here’s a look at wetland conditions as 

of mid-October.
Habitat conditions at MDC’s Grand 

Pass Conservation Area are very good, said 
Chris Freeman, MDC regional resource 
management district supervisor. Moist soil 
food plant production and wetland habitat 
is excellent to very good. Agricultural crops 
are very good. Water levels will be normal.

The Fountain Grove Conservation Area 
has excellent to very good habitat. Agricul-
ture crops are fair. Construction on a new 
pump station and problems with an old 
pump might hamper water levels until the 
old pump is repaired. Water management 
on the area’s east side is expected to be 
on schedule and favorable. Crop harvest 
progress will determine when units on the 
east side will receive water.

An average waterfowl season is expected 
at the Nodaway Valley Conservation Area 
based on waterfowl food quality, said Craig 
Crisler, MDC wildlife management biolo-
gist. Wetland conditions and water levels 
are normal for early autumn, but weather 
conditions could help or hurt habitat. The 
draw for hunting positions will be con-
ducted according to the new COVID-19 
precautions.

MDC’s Bob Brown Conservation Area 
suffered flood damage in 2019. There is no 
water on the area currently and Crisler does 
not expect conditions to improve this fall. 
Hunting will be allowed on the area via a 
self-check system.

At the Four Rivers Conservation Area, 
natural habitat is good to excellent in Unit 
1 and Unit 2, the draw units. Crops are fair, 
hampered by a wet spring causing a late 
planting followed by a dry summer, said 
Chris Daniel, MDC district supervisor. 
Water levels in Unit 1 may be limited as 
low river conditions will restrict pumping. 
That could limit hunting positions. Water 
conditions could be normal in Unit 2 at 
Four Rivers because MDC can still pump 
water into that unit.

Units 3 and 4 at Four Rivers, the open 
units, are currently dry. Those units suffered 
flood damage in 2019. They are now func-
tional, but they will need significant rains 
or a river rise to provide waterfowl habitat.

Wetlands at MDC’s Schell-Osage Con-
servation Area were drained for a major 
renovation project that is ongoing. Prelim-
inary brush clearing for the project is now 
complete. All hunting and refuge zones at 
the area will be in effect. The Waterfowl 
Hunting Only zones will be open through 
self-registration. Water will be held in wet-
lands if the area receives significant rains or 
a rise in the Osage River and Truman Lake.

Both water levels and waterfowl food are 
fair to good in wetlands at the Ralph and 
Martha Perry Memorial Conservation Area, 
said Joe Coy, MDC wildlife management 
biologist. Pools are 70 percent full of water. 
Levee conditions are adequate.

Natural habitat is poor at MDC’s Settle’s 
Ford Conservation Area. Late summer 
flooding caused delays in wetland work, 
said Brian Bokern, MDC wildlife biologist. 
Most pools are dry, including the waterfowl 
refuge pool. The area does not have the 
ability to pump water. Significant rainfall 
is needed to fill wetland pools. Hunting 
opportunities will be limited. Hunters will 
use self-registration. There is water in the 
pool with a blind open for use by hunters 
with accessibility issues. Hunters wanting 
to use that blind must register, and the blind 
is available on a first come, first serve basis.

At MDC’s Montrose Conservation Area, 
natural vegetation is excellent but water 
levels are a concern. Waterfowl hunting 
centers on the area’s Montrose Lake. Lake 
levels have dropped due to dry conditions. 
The lake needs significant rainfall or hunting 
opportunities will be reduced. Currently, 
conditions are dry at all hunting blinds on 
the west end of the lake, and access to all 
blinds will be difficult if dry weather persists.

For more information on waterfowl 
hunting in Missouri, visit https://short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZQg. MDC has altered waterfowl 
hunting blind allocations to adjust for 
COVID-19 safety precautions. For updates 
on blind draws or reservations, visit https://
short.mdc.mo.gov/Z4W.

WETLAND CONDITIONS vary this autumn at MDC conservation areas. MDC suggests 
that waterfowl hunters scout wetlands prior to a hunt, and check updates for conser-
vation areas online.

Wetland conditions vary at MDC waterfowl areas this autumn

PHOTO COURTESY OF MDC
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JOE JEREK
MISSOURI DEPT. OF CONSERVATION

JEFFERSON CITY — The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) announc-
es it has maintained its certification by the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) Forest 
Management Standard for 658,348 acres of state land. The certification follows an annual 
audit of MDC forestry practices for those lands. MDC has maintained its certified status 
since 2017 with annual audits confirming its forest-management practices continue to 
meet the SFI® standard.

SFI is one of the world’s most recognized, independent third-party for forest-manage-
ment certification standards and certification provides assurances of responsible practices 
across the forest products supply chain.

“Certification to SFI considers all aspects of our forest management process, from 
our actions taken in the woods to the paperwork we keep in our files,” said MDC State 
Forester Justine Gartner. “We are extremely proud to maintain this certification, which 
means we have outside validation that we are properly managing our forest resources to 
assure their health and sustainability.”

SFI’s Forest Management Standard is based upon principles, goals and performance 
measures that were developed nationally by professional foresters, conservationists and 
others with the intention of promoting sustainable forest management in North America. 
SFI and its many partners work together to balance environmental, economic, and social 
objectives such as conservation of wildlife habitat and biodiversity, harvesting forest 
products, protecting water quality, providing forest industry jobs, and developing recre-
ational opportunities. The SFI Forest Management Standard is also the only standard that 
requires participants to support forestry research. Learn more at https://www.forests.org/.

“The Missouri Department of Conservation joins other progressive organizations 
that are demonstrating their leadership and transparency by certifying their lands to the 
SFI Forest Management Standard,” said SFI President and CEO Kathy Abusow. “It is 
especially important to differentiate the responsible actors who are managing forests to 
maintain conservation values, sustain communities, and support responsible supply chains 
given that forest products are traded internationally. In other nations there are high risks 
of illegal logging and forest products are coming under increasing scrutiny.”

MDC CONTINUES to maintain its certification by the Sustainable Forestry Initiative® 
Forest Management Standard for 658,348 acres of state land it manages as sustainable 
forest areas. Shown is forest surrounding Gladden Creek in Dent and Shannon counties.

MDC maintains sustainable 
forestry certification

PHOTO COURTESY OF MDC
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Troutt & Sons, Inc.Troutt & Sons, Inc.
Serving Your Outdoor Recreational Needs for 46 Years

$$14,70014,700

St. James MO:  Exit 195 – Right on B Hwy – Right on CR 1000 • 18050 CR 1000
OPEN:  Mon-Fri 8am-5pm, Saturday 8am-Noon

573-265-3456 
www.trouttandsons.com

New 2021 Blazer 1752 Custom Boat, .080 Gauge, rear cross seat, 
standard 40” deck, 2 Wyse seats, 2021 Mercury Jet 40 Fourstroke with big 
tiller, stainless steel impeller, fuel tank and battery and 2021 Rivercraft 4” 
Tube Trailer with spare, LED Lights, powder coat. Added options are available 
at additional costs.

New 2021 Blazer 1752 Custom Boat, .080 Gauge, rear cross seat, (2) 
18” livewells, Standard 40” front deck, 2 Wyse seats, standard console. New 
2021 Mercury Jet 40, remote, stainless steel impeller, fuel tank and battery. 
New 2021 Rivercraft 4” Tube Trailer, powder coated, LED lights, spare tire.   
Added options are available at additional costs.

YOUR CHOICE

Safes In Stock • Outboard Jet Drive Specialists 
• Open Boat Storage Available 
• Boat Fabrication & Welding Work

Fiberglass Gig 
Poles & Gigs

In Stock

The Arbor Day Foundation has a book 
that helps people identify trees in a simple, 
step-by-step process. The book, What Tree 
Is That?, is available for a $5 donation to 
the nonprofit tree-planting organization.

What Tree Is That? is a fun, easy-to-use 
tree identification guide that features hand-
drawn botanical illustrations highlighting 
the distinctive characteristics of many tree 
species.

Nature lovers and professional arborists 
alike have called this pocket field guide 
a must-have, user-friendly resource. Its 
beautiful, full-color illustrations are in pre-

cise detail and depict natural colors, shapes 
and textures so users can make a positive 
species identification in a few steps.

The Arbor Day Foundation offers 
this book to help people identify trees 
throughout the Eastern and Central regions 
of the United States. What Tree Is That? 
uses a unique step-by-step approach for 
identifying the species of each tree, ex-
plaining what to look for in the shape and 
arrangement of the leaves, differences in 
the leafstalks and specific characteristics 
of fruits, flowers, buds and bark.

“Our What Tree Is That? Pocket guide 

is an ideal resource for developing a 
greater appreciation for trees,” said Matt 
Harris, chief executive of the Arbor Day 
Foundation. “The Arbor Day Foundation 
strives to help people enjoy and appreciate 
trees, and we feel our pocket field guide 
will do just that.”

What Tree is That? is also available as an 
online interactive version at arborday.org.

To obtain a tree identification guide in 
full color, visit  arborday.org or send your 
name, address, and $5 for each guide to: 
What Tree Is That?, Arbor Day Foundation, 
100 Arbor Ave., Nebraska City, NE 68410.

Tree identification book from the 
Arbor Day Foundation

Every year many hunters go to the field 
with anticipation on harvesting that big buck 
they have been watching for months. With 
all the excitement involved in pre-season 
preparation, many hunters forget to wear their 
tree stand safety harness come opening day. 
This can be a major problem in the event of 
a fall. Tree stands provide many advantages 
when it comes to hunting, but they also carry 

a high-risk factor. Falling from 20 ft up in the 
air is the equivalent of being in a 30-mph car 
crash. I would also encourage hunters who hunt 
from tree stands to inspect all their tree stand 
equipment (straps, stirrups, welds…etc.) for 
defects or excessive wear. These failure points 
are often the cause of tree stand falls. Be safe 
this season and wear your tree stand harness. 
Bag that big buck and not a hospital bill. 

Treestand 
safety 

reminder!
CHAD GRAY
CONSERVATION 
AGENT
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RetraxPRO MX
MATTE ALUMINUM BED COVER

The RetraxPRO MX retractable truck bed 
cover is part of our Premium Aluminum 
Series covers. The Premium Aluminum 
Series covers are constructed from industrial 
strength aluminum slats that provide unsurpassed 
strength and ruggedness. The matte finish on the RetraxPRO 
MX provides incredible scratch resistance and adds style to your 
truck. The compact storage container features a unique spiral track 
system that prevents the cover from coming into contact with itself as it 
opens and closes. The operation of this cover allows it to always stay flush 
to the rails and creates a dependable seal to help keep the elements out 
and protect your cargo. The RetraxPRO MX has a sealed ball-bearing roller 
system that glides effortlessly along the rail with a convenient handle that 
eliminates the need for pull straps, Velcro, snaps or springs. The RetraxPRO MX is key lockable 
in any position that gives you unlimited flexibility in your hauling capacity.
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MDC revises regulations 
regarding coyote hunting and 

invasive species control
JEFFERSON CITY – The Mis-

souri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) updated regulations to 
the Wildlife Code of Missouri 
regarding coyote hunting and feral 
hog control at its Sept. 4 Conser-
vation Commission meeting in 
Jefferson City. The change comes 
in response to citizen requests 
to the Regulations Committee 
to use night vision, infrared, 
thermal imagery equipment, or 
artificial light to hunt coyotes and 
from landowners to allow their 
authorized representatives to use 
night vision, infrared, or thermal 
imagery equipment without prior 
approval from a conservation 
agent to address damage caused 
by feral hogs.

The revised regulations allow 
landowners who own property 
of any size and their authorized representatives to possess, control, and use night vision, 
infrared, and thermal imagery equipment to kill feral hogs on the landowner’s property 
while in possession of any implement where wildlife could be killed or taken. Landowners 
and their representative would be authorized to kill or take feral hogs using these methods 
without prior approval from a conservation agent throughout the year.

The regulations also allow properly licensed hunters to use artificial light, night vision, 
infrared, or thermal imagery equipment in conjunction with other legal hunting methods 
to pursue and take coyotes from Feb. 1 through March 31.

The regulations become effective Nov. 30.
MDC notes that property owners and their representatives can still use night vision, 

infrared, thermal imaging equipment, or artificial light to kill coyotes or other wildlife 
causing property damage at any time of the year with written authorization from a con-
servation agent.

For more information on nuisance and problem species, visit the MDC website at 
https://short.mdc.mo.gov/Z5L.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MDC

MDC HAS updated regulations regarding the use of 
thermal imaging and night vision equipment to hunt 
coyotes and control feral hogs on private property.

Send Us Your
Game Pictures

Did your child get something this deer or turkey season 
you’re proud of?  Send it to us. We’ll help you show it off!

Email your photo to: wardpub@fidnet.com 
or bring it by our office at

106 E. Washington, Owensville.



234 E. 1st Street
Hermann, MO 65041

Ph: 573-486-2266
www.HermannWursthaus.com

Proprietors:  
Mike & Lynette SloanCustom Deer 

ProCessing

Over 50 years of experience 

in sausage making 

and meat processing.

Complete Deer Skinning, Processing 
& Sausage Making plus… 

• Bratwurst 
• Summer Sausage/Salami, 
• Jerky & Snack Sticks,
• Slice and Eat Sausage, 
• Peppered Sweet Bologna,
• Summer Sausage w/Jalapeño and   

Cheese
• Many other award winning deer 

sausages
• Hickory-Smoked Deer Ham
• Venison Bacon
SAMPLES AVAILABLE WHEN YOU BRING IN 
YOUR DEER FOR PROCESSING. 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED.

Come enjoy the “Best of the Wurst”
Mon-Fri. 9:00aM to 2:00pM

Sat. 8:00aM to 4:00pM

Sun 8:00aM to 2:00pM

Please Call for extended Hours 
during rifle season nov. 14-24.

All sausages and bratwurst are handcrafted in-house by three-time Hall of Fame Wurstmeister Mike Sloan. 
Wurstmeister Mike has won more than 500 national, state and regional awards; including 14 best of show 
honors and 29 International awards from the German Butcher’s Assoc. in Frankfurt, Germany.

Saturday & Sunday 8-10:45 am! 
Includes Belgian Waffles, scrambled 
eggs, grand champion bacon, award-
winning pork sausage, hash browns, 
biscuits and gravy, peach bred 
pudding and a drink included. 

All You CAn eAt 
Wurst BreAkfAst

$1199


